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Lenbto paboThI ABISIETCS ONMHUCAHHE BHUIOB JEATCIHLHOCTH HA 3aHATHUAX II0
AHIIIMICKOMY  SI3BIKY CO  CTYJEHTaMHM IOPUAMYECKOro (axibyTera,
HAIIPABJICHHOI'O HAa pa3BUTHE IIPAaBOBOIO CO3HAHUS U IIPABOBOM KYJbTYpPBI
OynyuMx [OpuUcTOB. B craTbe mpeAcTaBlieHbl TPaJULIMOHHBIE H
COBpEMEHHBIE TEXHOJIOTHH 00yUJeHNUS

KiaioueBble cioBa: IIpaBOBOC CO3HAHMHE, AHTTTHACKHI JUIA CIICHUAJIBHBIX
ueneﬁ, KOMMYHUKATHBHBIC KOMIICTCHIINH, pa60Ta B Ipynnax,
MECKKYJIbTYPHOC MCKANCHUIIIIMHAPHOC O6y‘l€HI/I€ CTYJACHTOB-HOPUCTOB

Legal awareness is one of the key concepts of legal education in
Russia. One of the aims of an ESP course at the university level is to
empower legal consciousness of legal culture. Legal awareness is defined
as "the ability to make critical judgments about the substance of the law, the
legal process, and available legal resources and to effectively utilize the
legal system and articulate strategies to improve it is legal literacy" and a
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"critical knowledge of legal provisions and processes, coupled with the
skills to use this knowledge to respect and realize rights and
entitlements".[DnexTponHsIii pecypc].

In an ESP class we try to reach this aim through a number of
activities utilizing both traditional means and new technologies as well. By
traditional means we imply the use of group work leading to discussions,
reading the materials on law and writing essays as well as role playing. The
new technologies include such events as international collaborative teaching
involving professionals from European and American schools of law, using
social networks and online conferences.

Group work is widely used in ESP class to generate discussions on
various topics, to solve legal problems and develop critical thinking skills.
For example, the first unit of the textbook “Just English” offers the students
some topics related to the concepts of law, rules and regulations. Students
are encouraged to express their personal attitude to these ideas and terms.
They read and discuss the text “The Nature of Law” and make a list of
arguments for and against the five statements: 1. Laws haven't changed
since primeval times; 2. However hard people try, laws are always
insufficient; 3. Laws are not for ordinary people, they are for lawyers; 4. All
laws are situational. They suit only a particular place at a particular time;
5.There is some eternal law. It is good for all times and places. After
discussing these statements in groups the students are invited to choose one
of the five topics and write an essay (about 250 words) [I'ymanosa 2011].

The essays revealed what the students know about these topics
and what opinions they have on these legal categories and what examples
they give from real life situations.

Most students selected the statement “However hard people try,
laws are always insufficient”. The students write about changing and
improving legislation in modern Russia: “ ...Russia changed the economic
system from the socialistic to market economy, the whole legal system had
to be changed, The Civil Code and many other legal acts were approved in
the 1990s. It is important to notice that because of the insufficiency of laws
they are constantly modernized. There is even a joke among Russian
lawyers : "If you look at the federal law, you can see how it is changing".
We have to improve our laws in order to provide for all kinds of
possibilities in our life. Of course, it is impossible to foresee all possible



situations, and that is why the laws never stay the same. Hundreds and
thousands of changes are made to acts of law since they are approved. Even
the constitution, which is supposed to be stable,like an eternal law, provides
a way for making changes in it. No wonder that federal laws are changed so
often.”

Some of the students agree with this statement saying that “...our
society develops continuously. Changes occur in all areas of society. New
relationships appear, others become out of date. And most of them need
legal control. Government must constantly monitor the dynamics of social
development: to issue new laws, to change the existing laws and to cancel
the outdated ones. But it is not always possible to do it in time, that is way
legislation is often imperfect.”

Secondly, laws are always insufficient, because they are created by people.
As it is known, there are no ideal people. Everybody has drawbacks. The
human mind is not perfect either. It is rather difficult to cover everything:
all diversity of situations in life, all the details, nuances and subtleties.
Thirdly, laws are always insufficient to preserve the order in society. Laws
contain “‘gray areas” which are used by offenders to abuse laws. On the
other hand, no matter how many laws are passed, the offenders have
always existed, and will always exist.

The students conclude that “...there are imperfections in laws, but
at the same time they have advantages, for example: they are short, unified,
systematic, relatively stable, etc. Therefore, a law still remains one of the
most important legal regulators and in the future will not lose its value”.

Another group activity is called “Amending the Hammurabi's
Laws” where students need to read the original laws written by Hammuraby
and then introduce amendments from the modern law perspectives. Below
are the examples of some laws and their “amendments”.

“Article 5. If a judge trying a case, reaches a decision, and presents his
judgement in writing; if later an error appear in his decision, and it be
through his own fault, then he shall pay two (not twelve) times the fine set
by him in the case, and he shall be publicly removed from the judge's bench
if he makes such a mistake again, and he shall not sit there to render
judgement during the next five years.

(We suppose that the punishment for the judge should not be so severe
because mistakes can be made due to lack of practise and many other
reasons. We should give judges a chance)”;

“Article 21. If any one breaks a hole into a house (break in to steal), he
shall be put to death before that hole and be buried. Firstly, death penalty



is too cruel for a theft. Secondly, we would introduce the category of
fidelity (or innocent tresspass) which exists in modern law (if the person
did not know that he was breaking the law, his responsibility should be
not so strict)”’;

“Article 129. If a man's wife is surprised with another man, the husband
should be allowed to divorce his wife. In our understanding in modern
law no one can be punished for conjugal infidelity, but everyone is free to
divorce one's husband or wife.”

“Article 109. If conspirators meet in the house of a tavern-keeper,
and these conspirators are not captured and delivered to the court,
the tavern-keeper shall be put to death.

Our interpretation: Creating a stable armed group (band) for the attacks
on individuals or organizations, as well as the leadership of such a group
(gang) shall be punished by imprisonment for a term of ten to fifteen
years and a fine of up to one million rubles or in the amount of wages or
other income for a period of up to five years or without it and with
restraint of liberty for a term of one year to two years."

Such tasks are motivating because they are interesting and exciting
to read and discuss, stimulating critical thinking and connecting what they
have learned to real life situations and contribute to the knowledge in
legal disciplines.

Discussions can be successfully conducted by introducing
thought-provoking activities such as “Prisoners” and “Victims”. These
activites are aimed at stimulating critical thinking which involves problem
solution. The students should choose a young person who must be sent to
be devoured by the Minotaur (“Victims”) and a candidate to be set free on
probation (“Prisoners”) due to the fact that the local prison is overcrowded.
The students have to use their knowledge of the situation, common sense
and moral judgement to come to a decision [Ur 1994: 77-79].

Role playing also contributes to raising the students' professional
and cultural awareness. The Mock Trial Module involves watching the
video “The Twelve Angry Men” and discussing the film with a U.S.
attorney both in class and on the Face Book page. The FB Legal
Communiation Group [3JeKTpOHHBIH pecypc].

was created in 2009 for the students to be able to communicate with
American professors of law and legal practitioners.



The second stage of the Module is the preparation for a mock trial
“Elyse Roberts v. the District of Columbia”, where a woman sues her
employer, the District of Columbia, for sexual harassment and intentional
infliction of emotional distress [DnexTponusiit pecypc]. The students watch
mock trial videos to get acquainted with the American trial procedure and
prepare their roles accordingly [Dmextponnstii pecypc]. They study the
case terminology and analyze stipulated facts, claims and defenses, the
witnesses' statements, applicable law (acts), material evidence. Before the
actual mock trial the students rehearse their roles to feel more confident.
At the preparation stage the students are given the task to read the
information about Court Procedures of RF Russian Civil Code under the
supervision of a professor of law. The purpose of this type of collaboration
is to make students understand the similarities and differences between the
two legal systems. The students can later use the acquired knowledge for
writing essays, reports and summaries both in English and in Russian.

To conclude, such ESP projects foster the students' abilities to get to know
and realize the importance of watching, discussing, and analyzing cases,
which, in its turn, leads to the development of critical thinking and
problem solving skills. They are also aimed at improving the students’
knowledge of legal English in civil and criminal areas of law and eventually
contribute to raising their legal awareness and consciousness.
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The purpose of the paper is to describe the activities in ESP classroom for
students of law which are aimed at raising legal awareness and legal culture
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of the future law professionals. The article presents both the traditional and
modern teaching technologies.
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